

Rethink Child Care Campaign Phase 2
 Short Workshop: Follow up to Kitchen Table Discussions



Purpose and Length:  
This guide is a suggested plan to keep the discussion going and help ensure it builds on the Rethink Child Care campaign goals.

55 minutes (This guide can easily be adapted to a 90 minute or two hour session by allowing more time for discussion. If this option is available, it is recommended).

Objectives:
· Explore, understand, and build support for the Childcare 2020 Vision.
· Gain support from local, regional and national groups to support child care as an important election issue.
· Getting members to vote in the 2015 federal election.

Format:
A group of 8 to 15 people are invited to for a discussion by the host(s). These gatherings could be in conjunction with existing events, at worksites, or as ‘stand-alone’ events. 

Resources for hosts and participants: 
· CUPEFACTS Income Splitting VS. Child Care sheet
· “A Vision for Universal Childcare” video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=t0Q51UQcDgI
· Sign up sheet

To prepare: 
Prepare the following two charts ahead of time. An example is provided in the detailed notes.
· Resource – “Federal Ask” Key elements of an election demand (see sample).
· Resource – “Party Platforms” Summary of the three main parties positions on child care (see sample).



	Workshop at-a-Glance

	Time
	Activity/ Purpose
	Steps
	Materials

	
5 min
	
Welcome 
	
Ask if anyone participated in the “Kitchen Table Conversations” or are familiar with the Rethink Child Care campaign (ask by a show of hands).

Explain that this discussion builds on the first phase of the Rethink campaign. As we move into a federal election, we want people talking about why child care is important and what we need from the next Federal Government to ensure a national child care plan that will support good quality, affordable and accessible services.

Kitchen table discussions, like the one we are holding today are taking place in communities across the country. 

We hope people who participate will become comfortable talking about child care and will consider voting on this issue in the federal election in 2015!

We are going to do something different today. We want to show the “A Vision for Universal Child Care” video and then do a round of introductions.

	

	
10 min
	
“A Vision for Universal Childcare” video

	Show “A Vision for Universal Childcare” video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=t0Q51UQcDgI

	
Computer, projector, screen


	
15 min
	
Go around - Introductions 
	
Ask participants to introduce themselves and briefly talk about how a child care system like the one envisioned would have made their lives or the lives of their children, family, neighbours, or coworkers better?

	


	
15 min
	
Brainstorm on why child care should be an issue for the federal government and what is the plan
	
Explain to participants that the Rethink Child Care campaign is working to build support for child care leading up to the 2015 federal election.

Ask participants to also consider what key elements should be included in federal party platforms and why. Capture suggestions on the flip chart.





	



Show the key elements of an election demand “Federal Ask”

Flip chart and markers



	
10 min
	
Federal platforms & closing
	
Do you know what is in the party platform?  How does this compare to what you want?

The “Rethink Child Care” campaign will be identifying key ridings where child care could be a vote determining issue. We want members to get involved in the federal election.

We want to engage our members in local action networks and support them to talk about the vision and how political party platforms measure up.



We want participants to understand the critique of the Harper Governments income splitting and increase in the Universal Child Care Benefit.




Please let me know if you want to get involved.

	
Flip chart response





Show summary of the three main parties positions on child care “Party Platforms”

Flip chart and markers

Hand out:
CUPEFACTS Income Splitting VS. Child Care sheet
Clear Language Document

Flip chart ideas for building support


	

	
Follow up

	
Record and send to: sbird@cupe.ca

· Ideas for building support
· Participant contact information
· Participants who want to get involved


	

















Resource - Federal Ask 




· Federal government has an important funding and leadership role—provinces can’t do it alone.

· Quality affordable child care for all children, all families, and includes a wide range of services .

· Child care is a social good not a market commodity.

· Both governments and parents have responsibility for child care.

· Child care is a fundamental, necessary and valued part of our social infrastructure.

· It’s 2015, Canadian families need a policy to keep up with reality. Working parents need child care! 

· Working families need other provisions to balance work and family life .
















Resource – Party Platforms
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Cons – govt/budget
· Income splitting
· UCCB expanded
· CC Expense Deduction

Libs – no platform yet
· National leadership
· Ensure  for all - affordable, high-quality child care space/every region 
· Reverse income splitting; no  commitment re: UCCB
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NDP – platform released 
· Work with provinces/territories/Indigenous 
· Common principles “such as” affordability, availability, quality; 
· Parent fee – up to $15/day
· 1,000,000 new spaces/8 years 
· Legislation;
· Cost-share with P/Ts 
· Benchmarks/public reporting 
· P/T jurisdiction/delivery 
· Reverse income splitting, retain full UCCB
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